
Using Informational Text to Teach "A Raisin in
the Sun": Unlocking Deeper Understanding
Lorraine Hansberry's groundbreaking play, "A Raisin in the Sun," is a
literary masterpiece that explores poignant themes of family, race, and the
pursuit of the American dream. However, effectively teaching this complex
work requires educators to employ diverse and engaging strategies that
foster deep student comprehension. Informational text emerges as a
valuable tool in this endeavor, enriching the learning experience and
empowering students to grapple with the play's profound insights.

Benefits of Incorporating Informational Text

1. Provides Historical and Cultural Context: Informational texts offer
students a deeper understanding of the historical and cultural
backdrop of "A Raisin in the Sun," illuminating the play's significance
and relevance.

2. Expands Vocabulary and Literary Concepts: Through exposure to
specific terms and concepts, informational text enhances students'
vocabulary and strengthens their grasp of literary devices, such as
symbolism and foreshadowing.

3. Develops Critical Reading Skills: Analysis of informational text
encourages students to critically evaluate sources, extract key ideas,
and make connections to the play's content.

4. Fosters Interdisciplinary Learning: Informational texts bridge subject
areas, connecting "A Raisin in the Sun" to topics in history, sociology,
and economics, expanding students' perspectives.



Selecting and Implementing Informational Text

Relevance: Choose informational texts that directly relate to the
themes, characters, or setting of "A Raisin in the Sun."

Comprehension Level: Ensure the texts are aligned with students'
reading abilities and provide support materials if necessary.

Variety: Use a range of text types, such as primary source documents,
newspaper articles, and historical accounts, to cater to different
learning styles.

Integration: Incorporate informational text into various lesson
components, such as pre-reading activities, close reading exercises,
and written assignments.

Sample Informational Text Activities

1. Setting the Stage: Before reading "A Raisin in the Sun," provide
students with informational text about Chicago's South Side in the
1950s, exploring the socio-economic conditions and racial tensions
prevalent at the time.

2. Character Analysis: Assign students informational text about the role
of women in mid-century America, prompting them to analyze how
Hansberry portrays the female characters in the play.

3. Symbolism Unveiled: Introduce students to the concept of symbolism
in literature through informational text, then guide them in identifying
and interpreting the symbolic elements in "A Raisin in the Sun."

4. Historical Connections: Have students explore primary source
documents related to the Great Migration or the Civil Rights Movement



and reflect on how these historical events influenced the themes of the
play.

Assessment and Evaluation

To assess students' comprehension of informational text and its connection
to "A Raisin in the Sun," consider using the following assessment tools:
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Written Analysis: Require students to write analytical essays that
demonstrate their understanding of the informational text and how it
informs their interpretation of the play.

Class Discussions: Facilitate class discussions that encourage
students to share their insights gained from the informational texts and
connect them to the play's themes and characters.

Creative Projects: Assign students creative projects, such as creating
multimedia presentations or writing poems that respond to the
informational texts and explore their relevance to the play.
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By harnessing the power of informational text, educators can transform the
teaching of "A Raisin in the Sun" into a dynamic and immersive learning
experience. Through the exploration of historical, cultural, and literary
contexts, students gain a deeper understanding of the play's themes,
characters, and significance. Moreover, the incorporation of informational
text fosters critical thinking, enhances comprehension, and sparks
interdisciplinary connections. By embracing this invaluable resource,
educators empower students to fully appreciate the richness and
complexity of Lorraine Hansberry's masterpiece.
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Reshaping the Learning Landscape
Traditional education models have long been characterized by a teacher-
centric approach, where students are passive recipients of knowledge....
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