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David Radavich during his professional cycling career

In the realm of sports and faith, there is no figure more captivating than
Virgin David Radavich. A former professional cyclist, Radavich left behind
the world of competitive racing to answer a higher calling as a Catholic
priest and social advocate.

Early Life and Cycling Career

Born in Yugoslavia in 1956, David Radavich immigrated to the United
States with his family at a young age. His passion for cycling blossomed
early on, and by the age of 17, he was competing in national races.
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Radavich excelled in cycling, becoming one of the top road racers in the
United States. He won multiple national championships and represented
his country in international competitions. In 1982, he achieved a cycling
milestone by breaking the world record for the 100-mile time trial.

The Call to Priesthood

Despite his success in cycling, Radavich felt a growing spiritual calling.
After years of searching, he decided to leave professional racing and enter
the seminary to become a Catholic priest.

Radavich was ordained in 1988 and assigned to a parish in the Diocese of
San Jose, California. However, his love for cycling remained, and he found
a unique way to combine his faith and athleticism.

Cycling Chaplain and AIDS Activist

As a cycling chaplain, Radavich became a spiritual guide to professional
cyclists, offering support and counseling during the demanding world of
competitive racing.

In the 1990s, he became deeply involved in the fight against AIDS. He
founded the Ride for AIDS, a cycling event that raised millions of dollars for
AIDS research and support services.

Radavich's advocacy for people with AIDS extended beyond cycling. He
worked closely with the Catholic Church to promote compassion and
understanding for those suffering from the disease.

Social Justice Work



Radavich's social activism extended far beyond his work in AIDS advocacy.
He has spoken out against poverty, homelessness, and the death penalty.

He is a strong supporter of immigration reform and has worked tirelessly to
assist immigrants in the United States. His commitment to social justice has
earned him widespread recognition and respect.

Legacy and Impact

Virgin David Radavich's life is a testament to the transformative power of
faith and the enduring impact of one person's dedication to service.
Through his cycling achievements, priestly ministry, and social activism, he
has inspired countless people to overcome challenges and make a
difference in the world.

Radavich's legacy as a cycling legend is cemented in his world record and
countless victories. However, it is his unwavering commitment to faith and
social justice that truly sets him apart.

He continues to be an inspiration to people of all backgrounds,
demonstrating that even in the midst of personal adversity, it is possible to
embrace a life of purpose and make a profound impact on society.
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