
The Deep History of the Radical Right's
Stealth Plan for America
In the intricate tapestry of American history, the rise of the radical right has
been a persistent thread, weaving a complex narrative of ideological
extremism and political manipulation. The movement's origins can be
traced back to the mid-20th century, a time of profound social and
economic change, where deep-seated fears and anxieties provided fertile
ground for the germination of right-wing ideologies.

The Roots of Radicalism: A Crucible of Fear and Uncertainty

The years following World War II witnessed a period of rapid transformation
in America. The dismantling of isolationist policies, the rise of the civil rights
movement, and the growing influence of communism fueled a wave of
apprehension and insecurity among certain segments of the population.
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In this climate of uncertainty, a small but vocal group of individuals
emerged, united by their shared belief in the decline of traditional American
values. They perceived the nation as slipping into a moral abyss,
threatened by the encroachment of communism, the erosion of white
supremacy, and the erosion of free-market principles.

The Birth of the John Birch Society: A Hub of Conspiratorial Thought

One of the earliest and most influential organizations to emerge from this
milieu was the John Birch Society, founded in 1958 by Robert Welch. The
society promoted a radical anti-communist ideology, alleging that the
American government had been infiltrated by communist agents. Welch's
writings, which asserted that the "communist menace" was responsible for
everything from the assassination of John F. Kennedy to the decline of the
nuclear family, gained wide circulation.

The Rise of Barry Goldwater and the Conservative Revival

The 1964 presidential campaign of Barry Goldwater marked a watershed
moment in the history of American conservatism. Goldwater, a staunch
anti-communist and proponent of limited government, energized the radical
right. His unsuccessful bid for the presidency galvanized the movement,
demonstrating the growing strength of right-wing sentiment in the country.

The Reagan Era: A Symbiotic Relationship

The election of Ronald Reagan in 1980 brought the radical right to the
forefront of American politics. Reagan's policies, which emphasized
deregulation, tax cuts, and a hardline stance against communism, aligned
closely with the movement's agenda. The Reagan administration provided



a platform for right-wing ideologues to influence policy and shape public
discourse.

The Christian Right's Political Ascendancy

Another key component of the radical right's stealth plan was the rise of the
Christian right. Evangelical leaders such as Jerry Falwell and Pat
Robertson mobilized a large and influential base of religious conservatives.
They argued that America was facing a spiritual crisis and that traditional
Christian values were under attack. The Christian right played a crucial role
in shaping the political landscape, particularly on issues such as abortion,
same-sex marriage, and school prayer.

Fox News and the Media Landscape

The launch of Fox News in 1996 provided the radical right with a powerful
media platform. The network's conservative commentators and pundits
promoted the movement's ideology, amplifying its reach and influence. Fox
News became a key player in the dissemination of right-wing narratives
and the demonization of opposing viewpoints.

The Tea Party Movement: A Grassroots Groundswell

The Tea Party movement, which emerged in 2009 in response to the
Obama administration's policies, brought the radical right back into
mainstream politics. While the movement espoused populist rhetoric and
claimed to represent the "silent majority," its organizational infrastructure
and message were closely aligned with right-wing organizations.

The Trump Presidency: A Culmination of Right-Wing Ideals



The election of Donald Trump in 2016 was a triumph for the radical right.
Trump's policies, such as the tax cuts, deregulation, and the construction of
a wall on the US-Mexico border, mirrored the movement's long-held
agenda. Trump also appointed several radical right figures to key positions
in his administration, giving them unprecedented influence over
policymaking.

A Deep and Enduring Influence

The radical right has left an enduring mark on American society. Its
ideology, based on fear, conspiracy theories, and a rejection of social
progress, has become deeply entrenched in the political landscape. The
movement has successfully leveraged media, the electoral process, and
grassroots activism to promote its agenda, often at the expense of
marginalized groups and democratic norms.

The deep history of the radical right's stealth plan for America serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of political extremism. It demonstrates
how fear and uncertainty can be exploited to undermine democratic
institutions and sow division within society. As we navigate the complexities
of the 21st century, it is crucial to remain vigilant against the forces that
seek to undermine the principles of equality, justice, and the common good.
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