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Marcus Annaeus Lucanus (39-65 CE) was an influential Roman poet
known for his epic masterpiece, the Pharsalia. This unfinished poem, which
narrates the events of the Roman civil war between Julius Caesar and
Pompey, showcases Lucan's exceptional technical skills and innovative
approach to epic poetry. This article presents an in-depth study of Lucan's
epic technique, examining his strategic use of language, narrative, and
structure to create powerful and enduring works.

Verbal Technique

Lucan's verbal technique is characterized by its richness, variety, and
complexity. He employs a wide range of literary devices, including:
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Alliteration: The repetition of consonant sounds within a sentence or
line, creating a sense of rhythm and emphasis.

Assonance: The repetition of vowel sounds within a sentence or line,
creating a sense of musicality and flow.

Anaphora: The repetition of the same word or phrase at the beginning
of successive sentences or lines, creating a sense of emphasis and
unity.

Hyperbole: Exaggeration for emphasis or dramatic effect.

Metaphor: The comparison of two unlike things, implying a
resemblance or analogy between them.

Lucan's skillful use of language creates a vivid and memorable poetic
experience, immersing the reader in the events and emotions of the poem.

Narrative Technique

Lucan's narrative technique is equally innovative and effective. He employs
a variety of strategies to engage and captivate his audience, including:

Non-chronological storytelling: Lucan frequently departs from
chronological order, using flashbacks and time shifts to create
suspense and dramatic tension.

Multiple perspectives: Lucan presents events from different
characters' perspectives, providing a complex and multifaceted view of
the conflict.

Digressions: Lucan includes informative or philosophical digressions,
interrupting the narrative flow to provide additional historical or



mythological background.

Catalogs and speeches: Lucan uses catalogs and speeches to
provide detailed descriptions and insights into the characters and
events of the poem.

Lucan's narrative technique keeps the reader engaged throughout the
poem, providing new insights and perspectives on the events of the civil
war.

Structural Technique

Lucan's structural technique is carefully crafted to support the poem's
overarching message and themes. The poem is divided into ten books,
each with a distinct focus and narrative arc. Lucan also employs a variety
of structural devices, including:

Parallelism: The use of similar structures or images to create a sense
of unity and balance.

Contrast: The juxtaposition of contrasting elements to highlight
differences or create dramatic effects.

Foreshadowing: The use of hints or clues to suggest future events,
building suspense and anticipation.

Closure: Lucan's use of closure, or the provision of a sense of
resolution or completeness, contributes to the impact and emotional
resonance of the poem.

Lucan's structural technique provides a framework for the poem's narrative
and thematic development, guiding the reader through the complex events



and ideas presented in the work.

Lucan's epic technique is a testament to his exceptional literary skills and
innovative approach to the epic form. His masterful use of language,
narrative, and structure creates a powerful and enduring poetic experience.
Studies in Lucan's epic technique continue to provide valuable insights into
the complexities of his poetry and its influence on subsequent literary
traditions. By delving into the intricacies of his epic style, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the artistry and significance of Lucan's work.
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