
Practical Solutions for Serious Problems in
Standards-Based Grading
Standards-based grading (SBG) is a grading system that assesses
students' performance against a set of pre-defined standards. This
approach to grading has many benefits, including increased student
motivation, improved student learning, and more accurate feedback for
students and parents.
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However, SBG can also present some challenges, including:

Student motivation: Students may lose motivation if they feel like
they are not making progress towards meeting the standards.

Workload: SBG can be time-consuming for both teachers and
students, as it requires teachers to provide frequent feedback on
student work and students to complete a variety of assessments.
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Communication with parents: Parents may not understand SBG or
how their child's progress is being assessed.

The following are some practical solutions to these common problems:

Solutions for Student Motivation

Set clear standards: Students need to know what they are being
expected to learn and how their work will be assessed.

Provide frequent feedback: Feedback helps students track their
progress and identify areas where they need to improve.

Offer opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning:
Students should have multiple opportunities to show what they know
and can do.

Celebrate student success: Acknowledging student achievement
helps to motivate them to continue working hard.

Solutions for Workload

Use technology: Technology can help teachers automate some of the
tasks associated with SBG, such as grading and providing feedback.

Streamline assessment: Teachers can reduce the amount of time
they spend on assessment by using efficient methods, such as rubrics
and checklists.

Involve students in the assessment process: Students can help to
grade their own work and peer review each other's work.

Collaborate with other teachers: Teachers can share resources and
ideas to reduce their workload.



Solutions for Communication with Parents

Educate parents: Parents need to be informed about SBG and how
their child's progress is being assessed.

Provide regular updates: Parents should receive regular updates on
their child's progress, both formally and informally.

Be open to feedback: Parents should be encouraged to provide
feedback on SBG and how it is being implemented.

Collaborate with parents: Parents can be partners in the education of
their children. They can help to support their child's learning at home
and provide valuable insights into their child's progress.

SBG can be a challenging but rewarding approach to grading. By
implementing the practical solutions outlined in this article, teachers can
overcome the common problems associated with SBG and reap the many
benefits that this grading system has to offer.
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