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Philoctetes is a modern retelling of the classic Greek myth by Ian Johnston.
The story follows Philoctetes, a skilled archer who is abandoned on the
island of Lemnos after being bitten by a venomous snake. Years later, the
Greeks, who are fighting the Trojan War, realize that they need Philoctetes'
help to win the war. Odysseus and Neoptolemus are sent to retrieve
Philoctetes, but they must first overcome his anger and resentment.

Johnston's retelling of the myth is a powerful and moving story about the
human condition. Philoctetes is a complex and sympathetic character, and
his journey is one of redemption and forgiveness. The story also explores
the themes of friendship, loyalty, and betrayal.

Philoctetes is a well-written and engaging novel that is sure to appeal to
readers of all ages. Johnston's prose is clear and concise, and he does an
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excellent job of bringing the characters and the story to life. I highly
recommend this novel to anyone who is interested in Greek mythology or in
a good story well told.

The Story of Philoctetes

Philoctetes was a skilled archer who fought in the Trojan War on the side of
the Greeks. He was a close friend of Heracles, and he inherited Heracles'
bow and arrows after Heracles' death. Philoctetes was also a skilled healer,
and he was able to cure wounds with the touch of his hands.

During the Trojan War, Philoctetes was bitten by a venomous snake. The
wound became infected, and it caused Philoctetes great pain. The Greeks,
fearing that Philoctetes' wound would spread to the other soldiers,
abandoned him on the island of Lemnos.

Years later, the Greeks realized that they needed Philoctetes' help to win
the Trojan War. Odysseus and Neoptolemus were sent to retrieve
Philoctetes, but they had to first overcome his anger and resentment.

Odysseus and Neoptolemus eventually succeeded in convincing
Philoctetes to return to the Greek camp. Philoctetes played a key role in the
Greek victory at Troy. He killed Paris, the Trojan prince who had abducted
Helen, and he helped to defeat the Trojans.

The Themes of Philoctetes

Philoctetes is a story about the human condition. It explores the themes of
friendship, loyalty, and betrayal. The story also shows how even the most
wounded and bitter people can find redemption and forgiveness.



Philoctetes is a complex and sympathetic character. He is a skilled warrior
and a healer, but he is also deeply wounded by the Greeks' abandonment
of him. Philoctetes' journey is one of redemption and forgiveness. He
learns to forgive the Greeks for their betrayal, and he eventually finds
peace and happiness.

The story of Philoctetes is a timeless story that continues to resonate with
readers today. It is a story about the human condition, and it shows how
even the most wounded and bitter people can find redemption and
forgiveness.

About the Author

Ian Johnston is a Canadian author who has written over 20 books,
including novels, short stories, and non-fiction. His work has been
translated into over 20 languages. Johnston is a professor of English at the
University of Ottawa.

Johnston's writing is characterized by its clarity, precision, and emotional
depth. He is a master of storytelling, and his characters are always
complex and believable. Johnston's work has been praised by critics and
readers alike.

Philoctetes is one of Johnston's most acclaimed novels. It is a powerful and
moving story about the human condition. Philoctetes is a complex and
sympathetic character, and his journey is one of redemption and
forgiveness. The story also explores the themes of friendship, loyalty, and
betrayal.



If you are looking for a good story well told, I highly recommend Philoctetes
by Ian Johnston.
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