
Haikus On Bald Eagles: A Poetic Exploration
by Susan Merritt

The bald eagle, an iconic symbol of freedom and power, has captivated the
imaginations of poets and nature enthusiasts alike. Its soaring flight,
piercing gaze, and majestic presence inspire awe and wonder. In her
collection of haikus, "Haikus On Bald Eagles," Susan Merritt captures the
essence of these magnificent birds, offering a glimpse into their world
through the lens of evocative Japanese poetry.
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The Simplicity of Haiku

Haiku, a traditional form of Japanese poetry, is characterized by its brevity
and simplicity. Consisting of only seventeen syllables arranged in three
lines, haikus capture a fleeting moment, often focusing on nature or the
changing seasons. Merritt's haikus adhere to this traditional structure,
presenting concise and evocative snapshots of the bald eagle's existence.

Capturing the Bald Eagle's Essence

Through her haikus, Merritt explores the various facets of the bald eagle's
life, from its graceful flight to its hunting prowess and its role as a symbol of
the American spirit. Here are a few examples:

"Wings of freedom soar Through the boundless azure sky A majestic sight"

Merritt's Poetic Language

Merritt's haikus are not only visually descriptive, but also rich in poetic
language. She employs sensory imagery, metaphors, and vivid verbs to
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create a vivid and immersive experience for the reader. In the following
haiku, she captures the eagle's majestic flight:

"On updrafts it glides Soaring high above the clouds A feathered ballet"

Environmental Awareness

Beyond their aesthetic beauty, Merritt's haikus also serve as a reminder of
the importance of environmental conservation. The bald eagle, once on the
brink of extinction, is a symbol of resilience and the fragility of our natural
world. Through her poetry, Merritt raises awareness about the need to
protect these magnificent creatures and their habitats.

Susan Merritt's "Haikus On Bald Eagles" is a captivating collection that
celebrates the beauty, power, and significance of these majestic birds.
Through the simplicity of haiku, Merritt captures the essence of the bald
eagle's existence, inviting us to appreciate their grandeur and cherish their
presence in our world.
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