Blueberries and Apricots by Kei Miller: A
Review

Kei Miller's Blueberries and Apricots is a collection of poems that explores
the themes of nature, love, and identity. The poems are written in a variety
of styles, from free verse to sonnets, and they are often characterized by
their vivid imagery and lyrical language.
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One of the most striking things about Blueberries and Apricots is Miller's
use of language. He is a master of wordplay and metaphor, and his poems
are full of unexpected and surprising turns of phrase. For example, in the
poem "Blueberries," Miller writes:

“Blueberries, like tiny sapphires,

Studded in the green of summer,
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Sweet and tart, a taste of heaven,

A gift from the gods to man.”

Miller's use of language is not only beautiful, but it also serves to deepen
the meaning of his poems. In the poem "Apricots," for example, Miller uses
the image of an apricot to explore the theme of love. He writes:

“Apricots, like lovers' kisses,
Soft and sweet, with a hint of tart,
A taste of heaven on earth,

A reminder of love's sweet start.”

The poem "Apricots" is a celebration of the joys of love, but it also
acknowledges the fact that love can be fleeting. The poem ends with the
lines:

“But apricots, like love, can fade,
And leave us with only a taste of what was,

A reminder of love's sweet start,



And the pain of its inevitable end.”

Miller's poems are not only beautiful and thought-provoking, but they are
also deeply personal. He writes about his own experiences of love, loss,
and identity, and his poems are often infused with a sense of nostalgia and
longing. For example, in the poem "Blueberries," Miller writes:

“Blueberries, like memories of childhood,
Sweet and tart, full of flavor,
A taste of heaven on earth,

A reminder of days gone by.”

Blueberries and Apricots is a collection of poems that is sure to stay with
you long after you finish reading it. Miller's poems are beautiful, thought-
provoking, and deeply personal. They are a testament to the power of
language and the human spirit.

About Kei Miller

Kei Miller is a Jamaican poet, novelist, and essayist. He was born in
Kingston, Jamaica, in 1978. He is a graduate of the University of the West
Indies and the University of Glasgow. Miller has published five collections
of poetry, including The Cartographer Tries to Map a Way to Zion (2007),A
Light Song of Light (2010),and Glint (2015). He has also published two
novels, The Last Warner Woman (2009) and Augustown (2016). Miller's



work has been translated into several languages, and he has received
numerous awards for his writing, including the Windham-Campbell Prize for
Poetry in 2017.

Miller's work is often characterized by its use of language, its exploration of
Jamaican and Caribbean culture, and its focus on issues of identity and
belonging. He is a gifted writer who is able to use language in a way that is
both beautiful and thought-provoking. His poems are a valuable
contribution to Jamaican and Caribbean literature, and they are sure to
continue to be read and enjoyed for many years to come.
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Traditional education models have long been characterized by a teacher-
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